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July 28, 2015

My Fellow Nationals, friends of St. Kitts- Nevis, all

It is with a sense of deep pride, love and satisfaction that | greet you, one and all, on this
your Fifth Annual Awards Banquet.

The Strength of a country, it has been long recognized, lies in its people; and this includes
not only those living at home, but also those members of its Diaspora. Certainly, the Sandy
Point Benevolent Society, accepting the far reaching power of the Diaspora, has proven time
and again to be a practical and strategic partner and an integral part of the greatness of our
beloved Native Land.

The Society has grown over the last eighteen years to be a formidable support base,
providing significant assistance to the people of Sandy Point and of St. Kitts and Nevis in
general. Your motto, “Empowerment through Education” shows that you have your finger
on the pulse of the needs of our Country.

Undoubtedly, Education is one of the most important facets of growth and development. |
praise your initiative and commend your hard work as you promote the theme of
“Stimulating our youths-Enhancing their future,” for this year’s Banquet. This demonstrates
that you are not concerned only with our current society, but with our future generations as
well.

As Ambassador of St. Kitts and Nevis to the United Nations, this is my first time joining you. |
am indeed truly honoured and pleased to be associated with such an important
philanthropic undertaking. Our Nation’s youth look to us to set good examples, provide
guidance, stimulate their development, and foster opportunities, and certainly the Sandy
Point Benevolent Society continues to do all this. | look forward to working with you as we
promote the interests of St. Kitts and Nevis at home and abroad.

| congratulate and celebrate with you tonight’s honourees, for providing that light that
illuminates the pathway to the development and overall success of our youth. We give
thanks as you continue to be role models. | applaud also, our scholars here tonight for your
accomplishments; well done. This is evidence of the greatness yet to come.

| wish you all a festive filled Banquet, and continued success in your future endeavours.
One love!
Sam Terence Condor

T Condis-

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative to the UN

SBPS Annual Award Banquet 2015



MASTER OF CEREMONIES
MR. TONY HADLEY

PROGRAM PART 1
800— 845 pm
Social Hour — Steel Pan Music

PROGRAM PART 2
845— 9:35 pm
The National Anthem of the United States of America
Briannagh DBennehy

The National Anthem of the Federation of St. Kitts & Nevis
Bansgil “Wichie” Buntin

Welcome & President’s Address
Br. Stewart Williams, Founder & Presivent of SPBS

Scholarship Recognition
fr. William P. Bodge, Pice President

Greetings
PHBer Excellency Constance Y. Mitcham, Esq.
Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary

Dance— ¥isa Marie R isbett

PROGRAM PART 3
9:35— 10:35 pm

Blessing of the Food
Pastor Juvith Esvaille

DINNER — Buffet Style
Song— #Briannanh [Recording Artist]
Songs — Ring Richie Buntin

SBPS Annual Award Banquet 2015




PROGRAM PART 4
10:35— 10:55 pm

Introduction of Keynote Speaker
M s. Collette Joseph

Keynote Address
Mr. Lerone Joseph

Announcement of Door Prize Winners

PROGRAM PART 5
11:00— 11:35 pm

Presentation of Awards
¢ M. Alvick P. Warner — Distinguished Alumnus & Leadership
¢ ACP Jan M. Queeley — Distinguished Alumnus & Leadership
¢ Pastor Clive €. Saunders — Distinguished Alumnus & Community Service
¢ Brimstone Bill Jf ortress P ational Society - Distinguished Community Services

PROGRAM PART 6
1135 — 11'55 pm
¢ Raffle Drawing
¢ Entertainment

PROGRAM PART 7
¢ Vote of Thanks

Dance until 2 am

SBPS Annual Award Banquet 2015
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1Biography of Guest Speaker

MR.LERONJOSEPH, B.sS. , M. Sc
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The Buchanan family, the alumni of the Sandy Point
High School, and the community of Sandy Point, are
quite proud to have a son of the rich Sandy Point
soi l as our

ty Prime Minister.
on 8t December
ards of

Sandy Point.
He was educated at
Sandy Point

1989 when
from high school, Shawn was an outstanding stu-
dent. In 1990, he travelled to St. Thomas with his
parents and there, at the University of the Virgin Is-
lands (UVI), he pursued
ness Administration. Shawn returned to his beloved
country and worked for a short while. It is worthy of
note that when there was need for a teacher of Busi-
ness at his High School, Shawn voluntarily taught
the areas at the school and faithfully reported to the
classes. Subsequently, he travelled to Cleveland,
Ohio to pursue further studies. Shortly after, he
graduated wi t h a
State University.

After working for a short time in St. Thomas USVI,
Shawn again returned home to make a contribution
to the land of his birth as auditor to the Government
of St. Kitts and Nevis and later served as Internal
Auditor for the St. Kitts Nevis Trading Development
Corporation (TDC).

Shawn has always been actively involved in the ser-
vice and development of people. This is evident in
his assistance for many years of the Sandy Point
Hi gh School 6s debating t
joyed mentoring many students who sat the Caribbe-
an Examinations, devoting much of his time to as-
sisting with the editing and guidance of students
while they completed their SBAs towards final ex-
ams. His home has the venue for many compilation
and printing of quite a many SBAs.

Shawnds was an athlete f
years at high school. He has, from the commence-
ment of his working sojourn in St. Kitts and Nevis
ardently sponsored many sporting competitions and
has been fortunate to serve on many sports commit-
tee in his home town of Sandy Point. Even after his
entire family decided to migrate to the United States
Virgin Islands, Shawn decided to stay in St. Kitts
and Nevis to make what he felt was an important
contribution to his community and country. Within
his community, Shawn was meaningfully involved in
different ways. At his church, Shawn was involved in
the Sandy Point Methodist Church Youth Fellow-

12
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ship, where he served a short but impactful stint as
President of that group.

Equal to his personal I i

F e d e rhia politicahlif®,she Buelgusi of which is the real and

Shawn
Kenneth Richards was born
1972 to
Kenneth and Marilyn Rich-
Downing  Street,

the

Primary and
Sandy Point High Schools.
he graduated

In

Master os

ERANIIN".

or

tangible advancement of the life for the people of his
electoral constitu- g - ;
ency of St. Christo- S0
pher # 5, Sandy
Point and Fig Tree.
Shawn moved from
a young Pamite to
Political candidate.
In his early thir-
ties, Shawn en-
tered active poli-
tics to take on the
then Constituency Representative,

Mrs.

Jacinth
a B a idemrg Maotin. e was vicipriows én the 2004 Bensral -
Elections and thereafter his momentum continued

to grow. It was no surprise that Shawn soon ad-
vanced to the post of
Action Movement Party around 2002.

In 2009 when the matter of dual citizenship was
raised leading up to the next General Election,
Shawn, against the advice of many, renounced his

d Enited eStates fCitizemshipGri @rderetb @amtdst the

2010 General Elections. Such an act was seen by
many as a very selfless and profoundly meaningful
show of love of country. For this, love for Shawn
continued to grow. It was no doubt that he was again
successful in the 2010 General Elections. Since
then, he has advanced further up the political ladder
of success to become the political leader of the
P. AMRNFE iRk 2 QF12, and now t
Minister.

The growing popularity of Shawn as a young dynam-
ic Ceaderr continnes to ycatch the eyeshoe mamynchi-
zens. He has been greatly admired for his astute
leadership and the manner in which he is able to
confront his political opponents with the most pro-
gressive democratic thoughts as it pertains to the
country. This distinguished gentleman is fearless
and he has the force of personality to extract a deep

O measuce ®f respeat, even frdnu hisifonemostiiitiss in

politics.

Shawn is the first past student of the Sandy Point
High School to rise to the post of Deputy Prime Min-
ister in our nation. It is for us, the Buchanan family,
a proud and distinct honour to congratulate a leader
in our family for his ascension to one of the highest
positions in government. May he garner the strength
to continue to serve our community and nation with
humility and grace.

Award Banquet 2015
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Distinguished Alumnus and Community S ervice Award

PASTOCLI VCLEMENSAUNDERS

Pastor Clive Clement Saunders s ftohuen ®ilnSg0 wor ks as a Guidanceg
Pastor of the Unique Toll¢®hcweciho©il ad 0ce nthree Plagsfta
in Romney Ground andy DPojpt Radi o Host on [Dc
Kitts Under his ilp,> FM on Sat
Uni que Touch Chr §s51: 00 am to 1p2:
grown exponenti a aa@gne of his rgad
tion and had bec aYotu.t h  Rap. Map y
est growing chur fguched by thg
Uni que Touch Chr mspirational | U
l1year old congr ¢ yand spirit fillJe
120 members and gospel. _
tries Pastor Clive S
o founded the Spjl ¢
Ehies i oitin g powerf‘,, IE:'ershop, wher ¢
er, Teac_her and & atn train youLg
SRR AT e el €Reir skills t
erations, gender ngdad
ethnicity that C - D IR Scaini_dve Saunder !
restores lives SRS D A hY At i t R simplicil]y
search of t he partnerships i nstead of er secupt’i
gui dance instead of guilTthe SRddyp pPPritNdn ibBteyn € Vvnosl feer
opposition often join aftféer Cjliyge orendepspt Wi Adc c
to Pastor Saunders, peobpUSe Grequ@Enii tWhigeuleV I TOHc
Christian Centre becauskefhe¥Worik elln tthhee Ormmum | &
| ove upon entering t he c
stresses kinship over N e
mai nt ains that me mber s - c
they are joining the fa
Al t hougB8pasdtyor Saunder
mu c h . He is the FolIOIRayv ¥
Our SBOBS Ho me i n Cl ev = s
Point, St. Kt eyiesarfsor Sahv For_the best in L_and Survev"?g’
is a residential treat nArchitectural Design & Appraisals|p c
Pastor Saunders bellievesy  gngt Kitts & Nevis contact n
controll ed environment d
structive behavior. SOS : :
who currently need a ch Efamegiﬁ.ilﬁud)dnan 3
responsi bl e f or t he bas SURVEYORS, ARCHITECTS & APPRAISERS S
and clothing for those CAYON STREET, BASSETERRE, ST. KiT1s |f P
sibility of mol di ng the U r
dents. Pastor Saunder s Office Telephone: (869)465-5805 |}
be denied because of h i rc
He is the Director of B« Fax #: (869)465-7833 |
ospel singin rou in . - . h t
%asfor Sauﬁde?sgis 2|SO E-Mail: sirveyor57@hotmail.com||
the Sandy Point Scout g or, sirveyor57 @yahoo.com|}' !
Group, and Verchilds Hi ¢ ¥ @y F|e
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D istini‘;_tx‘ished Community Services Award

BRII\/ISTO ILLFORTRENATIONEARKSOCIETY

The Society for the Restoration of Brimstc{eto be inscribed on UNESCO's World Heritage List.
Hill was founded by volunteers on 10 April 1965. In  The BHENPS, also known as the Society, unde
1987 Brimstone Hill Fortress was designated a Natl@kgp several outreach activities with the aim of rais
Monument under the National Conservation and EAVWar eness of our country
ronmental Protection Act (NCEPA) and the Socief}es History & Heritage Month of Activities, which is
name was changed to the Brimstone Hill FortressCRRducted in collaboration with several government
tional Park Society (BHFNPS). The Society's bo@ft§l norgovernmental partners; the Easter Cannonbz
known as the Council of Management, is made upWit; the Emancipation Festival and the Independen
unpaid volunteers who have distinguished themselvdniyersary Brimstone Hill Run for the Fit and Fear
local society. The current President of the Council i$eS#- e e : -
Probyn Inniss, a former Governor of St. Kitts and Nevis. The Society, in partnership with Leiden Universi
Day to day operations of the Society are the resporwiwn_the Netherlands and the Foundation for'Marltlm(
ity of a small, extremely hardworking and loyal péghaeology in Curacao (STIMACUR), has since 201
staff. The General Manager is the Chief ExecutiveP€#N engaged in a long term historical and archaeolc
ficer and also holds a neoting seat on Council. Theal research project on the historic port of Sandy Poi
BHFNPS has the distinction of being one of the #&\ its anchorage. The Brimstone Hill Fortress and i

NGOs in the world given a |ega| mandate to man@étg fOl’t, Charles Fort (along with several other forti
National Park and set all necessary reguiation cations), were constructed from thé& déhtury onwards

ainly to defend the port of Sandy Point and the aj
( its anchorage. The project was Inijg
T - | r. Cameron Gill, CEO of t

i -

e e

g = ~ e s

- In 1999 Brimstone Hill Fortress Nation

Park was designated- a World Heritage Site, o

"Outstanding Universal Valye" by the United’ Nas=

Educational, Scientific and Cultu@rganiza=a

NESCO). Brimstone Hill Fortress was the fifst 2= 2 0 o

'liir,L e (manade) site ithe Eastern:Carib c:_; o Im §ciety?il“’5“"é—“é el '> Sl ,;-_ Ssib) ity

o Charles “For :Q(nre'_”p —g';‘;f:;;* 2 agir

tifications in the Eastern--€ i i

S€O. World Heritage. Site==The=Socit

R T

,_efforts to have ‘:

N

~In 2015, the BHENPS: is celebrating the 50th: Anni
sary: of its founding. - Several activities are taking pl
mark this:milestone in the history of an-organiza
which has:not only-been responsible for protecting
rresst oringoone of ut he  wo
tifications but that has also-been instrumental in-m
one wof tihe wwordl dos tioni
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Sandy Point Benevolent
Salutes Its “Super-Volunteers”

Society

Volunteering is one of the most humbling and rewarding
modes through which the spirit of humanity is shared with
others. It is a gift which imparts value on many of life’'s
intangibles, including building character, fostering healthy
relationships and commitment to nation building.

Volunteers are a noble lot.

They sacrifice their time and energies to a cause near and
dear to them with absolutely no expectation of anything in
return.

This year marks five years since the Sandy Point Benevolent
Society (SPBS) has hosted an elaborate gala that recognizes
the selfless contributions of individuals who help to
effectuate positive change in their communities in the
federation of St. Kitts and Nevis.

As an organization with well over fifteen years of solid
community service, specifically to the students and families
of the Sandy Point secondary school, officially called the
Charles E. Mills Secondary School (CEMSS), much attention
has been given to the generous benefactors who support
the initiatives of the SPBS. Without their financial backing,
many of the scholarships, equipment and overall funding
extended by the organization would be but a dream in a
bottle. Thankfully, these philanthropists in their own right,
have placed their stamp of approval on the SPBS initiatives
by opening their hearts and their checkbooks.

The students, teachers, parents and communities of our
independent nation owe a debt of gratitude to the
committed donors who understand the value of their
generosity and the importance of the spirit of volunteerism.

The volunteers of the SPBS continue to amaze the entire
nation as they rise above and beyond the causes they
support, serving as role models, icons and "super men and
women" in the seamless delivery of results driven initiatives.
They have proven to be exceptional in every task they
undertake and their positive attitude helps to keep the
flame of volunteering alight.

These humble human beings prefer to marvel at the end
result of their hard work rather than be singled out for the
super volunteer spirit they epitomize.

Sorry volunteers but the SPBS wants the world to know who
you are so that your energies, passion and hard work can be
captured for posterity.

The secret is out!

SBPS Annual

Our 21st century SUPER VOLUNTEERS are being celebrated
not only for their hard work and commitment to serving
others but because they are the model citizens who our
young people can emulate.

The SPBS is proud to salute our men and women who
exemplify the genuine spirit of volunteerism!

Cheers to cour SUPER VOLUNTEERS
We first present Mere Joseph!

“Marvelous Merle” has made a
couple of our signature events
her very own. We have an “after
party” where we celebrate the
success of our Awards Banquet
with ALL. Merle spends the entire

evening cooking for this
event. We all enjoy the
local dishes and drinks.
In addition, she opens
her house and hosts the

event. The second

event is our Annual Easter Breakfast. No exaggeration —we
typically need two SUV's to transport the number of dishes

that Merle prepares. SPES salutes Merle Joseph.
Secondly, we want to recognize Mr. Desmond Warner. For

as long as we have celebrated our
signature events, Desmond has
remained a consistent leading
ticket

tickets, he has been resourceful

seller. Beyond selling
in rationalizing and securing key
selections for entertainment and

for recognition.

Our third super volunteer is Desiree Gumbs' “Dedicated

Desiree” served as “editorin
chief” while completing her
studies here in the New
York. Upon returning to St.
Kitts, she implemented our
Mentoring Program. One
highlight
success to get Devatrea

has been her

Award Banquet 2015



Mike into CFBC College. Another
ne of her mentees, Louvilla
O’Flaherty, is in Monroe College in
NY and will
cholarship this year.

receive an SPBS

" Our fourth volunteer is Robelfo

“Tango” Glasgow. “Tenacious Tango” was recognized by

{f

SPBS with a
Alumnus and Service Award in
2014. He was particularly
recognized for his successin
his
generosity.

Distinguished

business and
unwavering
Tango sprung into action
when we solicited his
support for providing ongoing
support to Devatrea

(our CFBC and mentoring candidate).

financial
Mike
Tango’s support was critical to deliver this 1% time activity.

Among our special volunteer are Sir Hugh and lady
Claudette Rawlins. Sir “Honorable
Hugh” was introduced to the
workings of SPBS when he
participated as our Honorary

Patron in 2013. His
enthusiasm for our mission

was quickly reduced to action.

Amongst other things Sir Hugh

& Lady Claudette, now sponsor

the Sir Hugh & Lady Rawlins
Graduate Fellowship and the plaques for

the honorees.

In addition, we would like to recognize a truly premier
volunteer in Stachio Williams (and his SKNVibes team).
“Super Stachio” and his team are
solely responsible for the
sophistical that is
www.spbsinc.org. In 2015
alone they developed
programs to enable on-line
applications for both our
college scholarships, and they
developed our capabilities to run
Raffles on-line — no small feat!

SBPS Annual
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Hi Shermel Duggins. “Sensational Shermel”
finds her way to our annual breakfast from
Maryland on public transportation to assist
with the serving. Wow!!! She is really SUPER.
See you next Easter Shermel.

Our last, but certainly not least Super Volunteer is Stephen
Duggins, who has served
faithfully as our longest liaison
in St. Kitts. “Sterling Stephen”
has been instrumental in
delivering ads from our Silver
sSponsors St. Kitts,

representing SPBS at Speech

in

Day, as well as coordinating
donations across St. Kitts. We
are immensely appreciative of
Stephen’s commitment and
selflessness. We strive as an
of

organization because

individuals like Stephen.

Not so fast!! How can we say “Thank You" to someone most of
us have never met. Kirk = REERS

Schulz, a real Super
Volunteer who upon
hearing about SPBS,
instantly volunteered to
print ALL our tickets for
every function annually.
Southern Ticket Company.

“Captain Kirk” and the Premier

So many more are also SUPER VOLUNTEERS, Thank You,
continue to be an example for others to emulate. Like
President Obama said “The best way to not feel hopeless is
to get up and do something. Don’t wait for good things to
happen to you. If you go out and make some good things
happen, you will fill the world with hope, you will fill
yourself with hope.”

Crafted by Coreentje Phipps-Benjamin

Award Banquet 2015
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said year she matriculated into the Charles E. Mills Sec¢
ary School as a student of form 1A1. Currently, she is a
Quite unequivocally, fifteen year old Azariah Vanterpaent of form 4Al. Her favorite subjects are Principles
marches to her own drumbeat. This does not preclude Aecounts, Principles of Business and Office Administrati
jecting input from others, but it speaks to a young lady who Therefore, it is no mystery a she
possesses steely determination and acute stereoscopic visior’ desirous of becoming repr
Resultantly, she forges her own pathway. She allo‘s no T neur particularly in the fashion indu
-

one to define who she is or put parameters or try. She remains undaunted by ge
-

.“ der and ethnicity and opines that th

limitations on what she can achieve. In fact, she ’ .
subscribes to the philosophy of J. Donald Walter\ ” catalyst for success provided by
whi ch states, oBe true ™M o yoursrhe’r ped siomads amontd eor,
with what others think of you. sDucncies sa c cyeoput htahveei rt
of you, but grow into a sélfdent i fi cat i oshe is*pfepar daa.work assiduousty to accomplish her g
This quiet sefassurance is rather uncanny in one so youn'ﬁhe words pennqd by the late eminent William Sha
Azariah, who was born on th& Becember, 1999 to Mr. %gg? SO act'asﬂ'r-rr‘r‘ulr for venturing into pageants.
and Mrs. Patrick Vanterpool, is the firgt ©T§our Siblings. $he i t s , oOur doubts are t
feels that itlb€l0oves her to set a good example tor hew#™ o f [ win by fear-i
springs t . This is not a diffietit t ertakrng Uoub ﬁﬂa Ot2 v‘ ! hibited Miss Vanterpool has ente
cause her mother, Yulanda, is her role mrghmmﬁlf‘--

instrumental in depicting what a principléd indiviitala Charl

person of character, integrity and -wofthTer alls 5 T :

credits her parents for providing a solid foundatic enty Best Eo_rm I ear and Best on Stage Interview.
which she can build as welliasgthat: u héeded anch@lSg WOl \e’t 0 : tefyiew in the annual Tale
influence. Above’d - 02 ‘credits her hes enlyJatf er KoiTeer [@uﬂlﬁ}fd}j‘r- ofithe Carnival celebration
of her acco p‘lrs me ts 0 date. She possesses un 2015 ﬁ;aﬂ:uﬁwﬂmmﬂﬂ ird place position in
farth m&d an‘c‘i"an avid church member of Grace Goseventl «Other Significa u[q_imﬁllmm 0 the upliftment
HaII She pIaysAkey roles, in church as a member of Hegalma i I.mg}y‘qug(ﬁggm e school in the a

> -

NE
Grace Sanctrfred Prarse Dancers and by engaging in theabindepen&en e Hi mqﬂm.amu on Conptest where

tion of the pro jector. - ' placed third & Iﬁaql.-ju Bech catego

In just a’sh perrod of time, Azariah thas accomplrsr2014 Azariah also ’ o&ﬂ' 5 First H
s the first female presrdent of the Sandy FStudent Counchepresentatrve 0 W-r she

——l

y for the week. LV L— 2 s‘\/olu@ for sch

Primary Scho lStudent Coungil. In 2€ 12‘5th hco a school early apd clean the classrog Ithough

on hér of being the Princip
the Sandy Pﬂintvﬁn'evoln oclety. :
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ZANIQURE wWiLLIAMS
St. Paul’s Primary School

Zanique was bom on February 1. 2003 to parents,
Mrs. Enca Liddie-Williams of St. Paul's and Mr.
: Ersdainne Wil-
lams of Sandy
Point. Zanique's
schooling began at
the Baptiste Pre-
school i St. Paul's
and Sandy Point
Pre-school before
she graduated to
the St. Paul's Pn-
mary School where she spent seven fruitful years.

Wimnning the coveted title of valedictorian of the
class of 2015 came as no surprise as Zanique was
able to place first in every grade during her primary
school tenure. She 1s a very well rounded student
who 1s passionate about Mathematics and Science.
However. her love for Language Arts and Social
Studies cannot be under estimated. Zanique returned
a national average of 87% on this year's Test of
Standards.

Zanique 1s not a gifted athlete, but this does not de-
ter her from participating in every sporting oppor-
tunity her school provided. She also was involved in
extracurricular activities such as drama and sewing.
As a matter of fact, her sewing abilities are excellent
for someone her age.

Zanique 1s about to commence her secondary educa-
tion at the Charles E. Mills Secondary School in the
town of Sandy Point. She is fully confident that her
modesty. respect for self and others coupled with
hard work and perseverance that she will no doubt
be able to set the foundation for her career goal of
becoming an obstetrician
e

JOHMNISHA RAWLING

Newton Ground Primary School

Johnisha Rawlins was born to Calvin Berry and Jo-
anne Rawlins on February 09, 2003. Johnisha can

e —

F2NARD J yinners

be described as intelligent and soft spoken.

She 1s a kind individual
with a gentle manner
Despite her quiet de-
meanor. Johnisha i1s not a
shy person and 1s defi-
nitely comfortable shar-
ing her ideas and opin-
1ons with others.

Throughout her school
career. she has managed
to maintain a high and
impressive standard of .
work. Johnisha has represented her school in many
competitions related to reading and spelling. Alt-
hough Johnisha is not an athlete, she is very active.
She enjoys drama and dance and 1s a member of the
Sandy Point Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church
senior dance group. Johnisha treasures every oppor-
funity to showcase her talents.

Johnisha proved to her support system that she has
indeed been taking to heart all the lessons imparted
to her by earning the title of Valedictorian at the
graduation ceremony of the Class of 2015 of the
Newtown Ground Primary School. Johnisha re-
cetved top marks in Mathematics, Social Studies,
Language and Science. She will continue her edu-
cational journey in form 1A1 at the Charles E. Mills
Secondary School in Sandy Point. She is excited for
her future and looks forward to the academic and
extracurmricular adventures that await.

Johnisha welcomes this new phase of life with con-
fidence for she feels that the academic foundation
laid for her at the Newton Ground Primary School
couples with the moral compass nurtured in her by
her parents and famuly will guide her to a bright fu-
fure. With perseverance and a sense of respect for
herself and others. Johnisha aspires to give back to
her community one day through her service as a
medical doctor. Johnisha is keen to saying thanks
and owes her success to a very supportive network
of friends. family. dedicated teachers and most 1m-
portantly, Almighty God.

———me

—_— e —
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I am Shernel

Alford. bom on
February 11.
1986 to Lomna
Alford and Steve
Carty I was
raised in the small
community of St
Paul's, St Kitts,
where my family
endured the strug-
gles of living in an underserved community. De-
spite the limitations I always strove to overlook my
circumstance and pressed on with my future n
mind. Due to financial difficulties I was unable to
experience day-care or pre-schooling days. When 1t
was time to begin my formal education at the St
Paul's Pnmary School. I actually enrolled a few
months later than my peers due to the unavailability
of school uniform and supplies. This set back. how-
ever did not hinder me from being successful in ac-
ademics and track and field.

In 1998 I graduated from my premier leaming in-
stitution and entered the Sandy Point High School
(SPHS) now the Charles E. Mills Secondary School
(CEMSS). There my reign continued in athletics
while my academic performance suffered. My ten-
ure at SPHS saw me placing first each year in the
Cross Country run and sefting records in both the
800 meter and 1500 meter events. I was a proud
Green Houser. In 2003 I graduated as the most im-
proved student passing six (6) subjects with the
Caribbean Examinations Council - CESC Level..
This achievement was bitter sweet because I was
the only one of my group of friends who passed
enough subjects to move on to the Clarence Fitzroy
Bryant College (CFBC). Two years later I graduat-
ed from that institution with my Associate’s degree.
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It was then time to confront the world of work. Af-
ter my failed attempt to become a police constable
with the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police
Force. my search took me to the St. Kitts Marriott
Hotel where I landed a position as a central cashier.
I served in that capacity for two yvears and as a night
audit clerk for one vear. Though I was extremely
grateful for the opportunity to work there. I seized
the opportunity to work with the Government of St
Kitts and Nevis at the Department of Labour. I was
appointed as a Labour Officer with additional re-
sponsibilities as Severance Payment Officer. While
working a full time job. I made a very challenging
decision to enroll in an online degree program with
Ashworth College. In 2013 I successfully complet-
ed my studies and graduated as an honor's student
with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Business Ad-
ministration.

A career in criminal justice and law has always
been an area of great desire and passion. I believe
that I would be able to make a greater impact on the
youth of our Federation. This 1s why I am prepanng
myself for a career in which I can help steer our
youth away from a life of crime. To better serve my
community and country I made a life changing de-
cision to advance my education with the hope of
acquiring the knowledge and skills that will enable
me to better understand human behavior. And more
importantly to be equip to implement initiatives that
will help to curb the deviant behavior plaguing the
youth of St. Kifts and Nevis. This life changing de-
cision led me to pursue a Master’s degree in Crimi-
nal Justice at the King Graduate School at Monroe
College.

I offer my sincere appreciation to Sir Hugh and La-
dy Claudette Rawlins and to the Sandy Point Be-
nevolent Society for this scholarship that will assist
me tremendously in attaimning my goal.
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